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TO THE. = 
Moſt Illuſtrious, Excellent, Judicious, 


Admired, Pious, Vertuous, Noble, and. 
Renowned: Princels F 0 $:T TT 1 4; 


and others your Judicial Deligates. 


Great Madam, 

: . $ the following Diahdgue is «' Repreſentation of the- 
Miſcarriages of ſeveral Perſons in Authority, who 
Inſolently F Iting over their Tnfericurs, Abuſe and- 

- mn Cheat the \whþ-4c Kingdom, and brand thiſe who 
indeavour to deteft their Ville Prafliſes ; and as every Day 
produces to your Memory freſh Inſtances of this kind, ſo none 
can be ſo Competent a Judge in this Matter as your ſelf ; and 
being well aſſured of your Judicions Proceedings, which like the 


Sun upon the Meridian, hath Ss and- preſerved Man- 


ne. — © . 


kind from Rage and Violence, even from ihe beginning of Time 


to this Day, I was encouraged to Dedicate the ſame to your 
Excellency, not that Ithink it worthy of your Acceptance, tut 
that anos the fiteſt Judge, will prove the beſt Paticn; and 
this being the alone Piece that ever was preſented to you, ſo I 

it will find the more favour with you, ard that youwill the 
more readier peruſe axd corfiger the ſame, it being chiefly intend- 
ed to inform your Excellency of ſeveral Illegal and Unwarran-- 
table Pradiiſes committed at Sea, to the great prejudice of His 
Majefty, and the whole Nation, particularly the Violent Pro- © 

A 2 - ceedings, I 


- Am 


FR we By 2. 5 * 9 5:of * yo , 
dF © "The Fpiſtle Dedicatory: 


3 36” **, the UnparallelPd and Barbarous Cruelties and Og” 
pr _.:committed againſt Seemen and Marriners, even by thoſe 
” Imbo were commiſſioned and _— ts encourage, ſupport, and 
p ipr. "them ,.as alſo the: Immodeſs and Scandalous Reflettions 
 M | hoſe who in-bounden Duty to the King and Government, 
MA dot» ravonr to diſcover and detett the ſame, and as the ye- 
f "prefiz,.  Publick.. Grievances will much tend to the General 
Benefit cad Tranquillity of His Majeſty and the whole Nation, 
ſo the Matter of Fatt ſet forth in this Dialogue, being fairly fla- 
zed and diſcovered, may incite your Excellency to conſider the 
cauſe of ſo malignant « Diſtemper, and to repel the ſame; by 
applying ſome healing Medicines ſuitable to the Diſeaſe, which 
eing duly adminiſtred according to the Rules of Fuſtice, may re- 
lieve the Oppreſſed, and puniſh the Oppreſſor : All which, with 
Submiſſion, is moſt Humbly offered to your Candid and Fudicious 
Confideration, | 


By the Humble Admirer of all your Vertues, 


FI DE LI TY. 
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DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN 
Fidelity and Honeſty, Cc. 
Fidelity. Y Old Friend: ZZonefty ? I have not fron 
M thee this many a Day, I think not in this 
King's Reign ; Pray how do'ſt thou do ? 
Where RR you been, that I could nei- 
ther ſee you, nor hear from you? Pray where are you go- 
ing in haſte ? 
Honeſty. Truly, to tell you the Truth, I have. been. in 
the King Service all the War, and am now going to the 
le amongſt the Lawyers. 
. I know you have beenin the King's Service, and in 2 
Me. Station a great while ; What Succeſs have you had ? 
You have hada brave, and long time to get Money ; I hear 
you have taken a great many Rich Prizes. 
Hop. So Thave, and have got Money enough, but I am 
like to be plagued witha Roguiſh Informer. 
Fig. For w 
Hor. Why truly at the taking the Prizes, I cen made 
Hay when the Sun ſhin'd, and Plunder'd them, and Sold 
them as others did ; and for _ my Officers and Marri- 


ners, 


i {23 
"v5, complain'd againſt me, and all becauſe I did not 
Fc, or give them what they pleaſed to take or demand. 

Fid, Why did not you give them their Shares that the 

| Xi 2g has ordered, and what is allowed by Actof Parliament ? 

+10. No, nor never would if I couldhelp it, I'd ſee them 

1d firſt like a pacis of Damn'd Eternal Dogs ; and if 

0. Commanders hacl een of my Mind, we would have 
faked their Courſe with.che. War. - 

Fed. Pray how do you mn: an? 

Hos. Truly by Uhwhibliome Food, and by Starding, 
bees pu” and the Bilbo's, &c. for by them Engines I have 
pik*d off a good many my ſelf. - 

Fid. Why would your Men ſuffer you to abuſe them, 
and pinch them of the King's Allowance, and not complain 2 

Hor; No, they did not take it kindly, but were often 
murmering and complaining. 

Fid. And didnot you then relieve them 2 

Hon, Yes, 1did, and with a Vengeance too ; foes to: be 
phin, | abuſed them to make them complain, and when 
they did complain, I had «them Tryed 'by a Council of 
War for Mutineers; and ſome were Hang'd, and others to 
avoid the fame Fate, .run away. 

Fid. Way could ,you be ſo cruel to abuſe Men, and alter 
thar, Hang therh for complaining ? *' 

"Hm. Toſh, You tallc life « Fool; an Tgnorart Cleinb,; 
why.all the World is a.Cheat, and: they are Fools that has 
not'a Hand init ; forby rhar means pot my Finds, and a 
great deal of Money to boot. 

Fid. Pray what Advantage could it =” to you to 9 Hang, 
and make Men rut away 2? | | 

"Hor. A great one: Sh 

Fid. In what fence ? b 

Hon. Why them that were Ha -d, wete Impudent Fel- 
lows, , that would boldly demand their Right, and did en- 
courage others to, do fo too, and would ofttn tell me, 'That 
if they couldnothave it Aboard, they woult? liave it in ano- 
ther place. and to prevent their Cackling, I was obliged to 
turn 
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(3), . 
turn them out of the way ; yet one of the Plaguy Dogs nk 

ting allvzr, did form a, Complaint againſt me; but Kacfs 
ing him © Le a leading Card, I was forced to launch 4. cov 
Fleece, and fend him packing out of the way z and for them. 
that Run, I keep them upon the Ships Book twelve Ma... hs 
after, as I did ſeveral that Dy*d, and by that means I draw?d 
all their Wages for that time into my own Pocke!, beſides 
their Shares of Prizes, and my-honeſt Purſer gain'd "their 
Victu3!s by the Bargain. | 

#4. Why then your Purſer and you agreed very well. 

Hon, Yes, he was the principal Tool that I did my Work 
with, forT could not carry on my Trade without a Conſort ; 
and when the Captain and Purſer is uniced, they are able- 
to do Wonders, 

Fil, But by the way I underſtand by your Diſcourſe, 
that you did not Heng, or make them Run meerly out of 
Cruelty to them, bur to ſerve' your own private Ends. 

Hon. .Yes, wiiat I did was meerly to lerve my ſelf, and 
get Money... _ 

Fid. That I believe ; But pray what did your Officers * 
ſay to thoie Paſſages ? 

Hon. Truly at firſt they would be medling and adviſing 
me to keep to the {irift Rules of the Maratime Law, as they 
call*d it, but when I confider'd the Inconveniency of it, and 
how ready they were co ſtir up others, I ſoon got rid of 
them ; the Maſter [ rufned out et one time, and my Lieu- 
tenant I complain'd of at another, and outed him, and by 
that means I muzzeſ'd all the reſt, and brought them to 
know and underſtand /'://ive Obedience, | made them fawn 
like Spaniel Dogs ;. ter when once they knew my Temper, 
an Oath, or a Frown trot nc, would produce greater Ef-- 
fects than a Cudpel from force. 

' Fid, By your Diſcourſe you treated your Marrmers very! 
barbaroutly. 

Eon. Barbaroufly, do you call it ? If Thad the handling 
of them again, I'd Sacrifice ſome of thoſe Eternal Dogs = 


__ (4) 

| fool for.the reſt, which if they would not Eat they ſhould 
4 x. {A 

4 "Fid. That would be the way to Kill *em all. 

Hon. Let em die, let *em die and be Damn'd like Dogs 
and Slaves as they are. 

Fid. Pray if you Slight, Abuſe, and Murder Mea at this 
rate, how ſhall the King's Ships be Mann'd ? None that 
knows you will come voluntary under your Command. 

Hoz. T know that, but then I can have a Preſs Warrant, 
by virtue thereof I can and will foree all I meet to ſerve the 
King, and get Money by the Bargain. 

Fid. But if you Preſs thoſe that are not qualified, what 
Service can they do the King, or how can you get Money 
by them ? I muſt confeſs, I have known a Preſs-Smack has 
laid in the River a whole Fortnight, attending on a Preſs- 
Gang, and ſhe carried down near 4o Preft Men, but they 
were all cleared, except 2 or 3, and thereby the King was at 
.qo 1. Charge for no purpoſe. 

Hon. 1 believe the Smack you fpeak of belong'd to my 
Ship, if ſhe did, I got Money by clearing them, beſides 
what the King allows for every Preſt Man ; but as to their 
Ignorance, if they belong tome, T'll ſoon qualifie them, or 
make them fly to the Devil. 

Fid. All that may be, but if you Preſs Tradeſmen, or their 
Servants, the Lords of the Admiralty wilt clear them. 

Hor. No, not if Seamen be _— : bur if they do, Pl 
make them pay for their Diet before they go, and that goes 
into my own Pocket, allowing my Purſer a Snack ; belides 
every one has not Friends to Petition the Admiralty, and 
them I carry ſecure. 

Fid. Well, but what uſe can you make of Landmen a- 
board of Ship, they are not fit to arreava, or go aloft to 
hand Sails, all the Curſing and Swearing cannot make them 
fit for that preſently ; belides, the hurrying of Men on ſuch 
Service, indanpers their Lives, and I have heard of many 


that has loſt their Lives thereby, and the King has loſt 
many 
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el _.... 
many þ A. 899. Ship: 99, by, the, Hrokilfulnghy, of, the; rt. 
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I I kriow that fo be true; fort 1 is ; notlong voy that two. of ; 
thoſe Ignorant D Pp under my Command, ingtotakein a Reiie 
in our Maintopſail came'tumbling down ike BuYoons ;.it was 
the pleafantlt 1 Paſtim& in the WH © to ſee th em. tis upon the | 
Deck, panting,. reaching, and ſtretching Nike, Toad NP the Sun; - 
and as for loſin ng A Ship, that ſignifies nothing, it is 2, National 
Charge ; - befides, it forces a Trade; and no Body. ,noW adays 15 
blamed for that, if they. be, they are ſeldom-pun Br ">, I haveloſt 
two rhy ſelf, but I þ preſently got a Commiſſion, r Inother, and... 
ſo IT only leapt our of a warſe ihto 3 be 3 better, 

Fid. 1 think as' you fay, that Frauds and Miſatriages. in. the 
Navy, are not much minded. if they were,.or had been, 'T. be- 
lieve we might have managed the late War with leſs than half the 
Charge we have been at, and made our Enemies truckled long . 
ago ; butas you lay, that wa'at your Bulineſs, you were'for get- 
ting 'of Money ;_ and in this Caſe you-were a gainer. two ways: 
Firlt, You got a bigger Ship, and thereby more Flonour : And | 
Secondly,” A greater allowance of Wages, . when a'great many 
othershas been. hanged in former times tor aleſs Faulz, . 

Hon, Piſh, them Times are alter'd, beſides, ſome may. befor 
bole Boch Fhn.0 others Jook over a Hed e;,.don't you, know. . 
that Kiſſinge Fayour;, kethar has no riends, ſhall > S ; 
Pref re ee E pats FR at has, ſhall never fail nor fear Puniſhmea. - 

Fid. So I, underſtand. by  your.; Diſcourſe, but; would-it: not 
been better for the. Nation, if Men of Merits had bcen.prefered; - 
before Friendſhip Do you not believe that the Wars might ſooner 
been ended, and the Taxes abated, and a great deal of Money }. 
ſaved, and our Merchants-Ships. and Trad? been better leraret, 
if the State of the War had been better managed. 

'Hor.. Y.ou talk of-mana ement and ſaving of Money, when, 
I know thar the Naval Afairs was never, better managed,: nor - 
Money ever more plenty chan then; I am ſure. I never handled 
more:Money in all my Life, than in the Time of the War ; Idon's . 
know what rhoſe timorgus Co args meang that. cryed out Far 24 


þ eace, 
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, Fezce; Tdid all that T could to profong the War; and if my felf 


and my Friends cquld have Tales! oe Koſt, the War ſhould not. 


have on epcrnbl Iver. ears, | : 

Fid. You talk ſtrangely of contiguing the War for Twent 
. Years longer ; why Jon t you coalides what a vil Charge it ba 

been to the Nation already ? How the Subje&t has been drain'db 

Taxes 2 How the Nation is involved in Debt, and the. Garth 
yet unpaid for their paſt Service, and how many Thouſands has 
been ruin'd by it. 

on. Prethee what have to do with that, one Man's Loſs, is 
another's Gain ; if I get but Money, all's well, I care not who 
fioks ſo I ſwim: Don't. you know the old Proyerb ? Every. one for 
himſelf, and God for us all. WT . 

Pi. Why, is that your Country Conſcience to cheat the King, 
and Countrey, and make a Jeſt of jt? Yowr a fit Man to be a. 
_ERTT: oY re: | 

Hon, Ay, and a: true Jeſt too: Don't you know that Kings 
and Princes are Born to be cheated? Or did not you hear of that 
honeſt Purſer, who out of 'a defire to get Money, ſwore he'd” 
ſerve the Devil for Five Pound a Year? Andl think he was much 
in the right of it: Prithee what is a Man without Money ? It is. 
that which all Men aims at, and adores it too ; only ſome Puny 
timorous Fools that are Slaves to Conſcience, that cannot, do as: 
they might for fear of him, and by that means they paſs by many 

Fid.. Yes, I do know that Kings and Princes are born to be- 
cheated by' Rogues aid Knaves, and fo are other People too, but 
that does not make it either Lawful; or Juſtifiable ; for he that- 
cheats the King and Countrey in jeft, 15a Rogue'in hood carneſt, 
and as for the Purſer you ſpeak-of; he is a notorious Blafphiemer, 
and a Diſloyal Perſon, one that owns neither God'nor th, King, 
who makes his brags, That if he can but” pleaſe, his Captain, he 
cares for no Body elſe, ſo that his Blaſphemous Expreſſions is no 
way warrantable; nd thoſe who you' call 'Timorous Fools, that 
are afraid of Conſcience, they have diſcharged "themſelves like 
Men of Courage and Prudence, and I could inſtance” you the. 


Names: 
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Names of ſeveral of them, whoſe Generous and Noble Aﬀions- 


has brought a Scandal on you and your Reputation. 

Hon. Pray name me one of thoſe Honeſt Men of Courage, or 
T'll not believe you. 

Fid. Truly I don't care for bringing Gentlemens Names upon. 
the Stage, but ſince you have put {o har& upon me, I'll tell you 
that I hapned Yother Day to be 1n a place where ſome of yourShips 
Company were diſcourſing with ſome belonging to the Wey- 
mouth, Commanded by Captain J«mper, the Argument was a»: 
bout their Commanders. 

Hon, Prithee what did my Men lay ? 

Fid. Truly nothiog in your Praiſe. 

Hon, Pray what wastheir Diſcourſe. 

F;d. Have patience, and L1l tell you:: The Weymouth's Men: 
were telling how many Prizes they had taken, and how the. 
Captain returned them to the Officers for Prizes, and paid e- 
very Mantheir Share to-the utmoſt Farthing, and what care he- 
conſtantly took of them, and encouraged them. on all occaſions, 
and then merrily fell a Singing in praiſe of him, extolling him to- 
the Skies for his Valour, Juſtice and Civility, and drinking his 
Health upontheir Knees,. wiſhed him long Life, Health and Pro- 
ſperity, and' when they had done, your Men mournfully com- 
plain'd of your Severity,.and declared all your Villanous Attons. 
as amply as if you were todo it your ſelf; and then-they begun a- 
Song, 1n a doleful Tone, complaining of your Barbarity, Injuſtice, 
and Oppreſſion ; the Burthen of the Song was, The Devil ſhalt 
have him before we will Serve him, and then he will Plague us no 
more ; and the Concluſion was, 


Our Cowardly Captain when we were ingag'd, 
He threw dawn his Sword, and lheerd off the Stage ;- 
We ſee hins no more whilſt the Battel did laſt; 

And Monſieur Surrender'd with the loſs of his Maſt ; 
And then be ſtarts up; _—_ Jove he did Thunder,. 
Fall on my brave Boys, and: now let us Plunder, 


CV) 

And ſince byour Courage this Prize we have gain 'd, 

"Go fetch me on Board all the Goods' you can find ; 

And becauſe you ſhan't quarrel in dividing the Pelf 

PII take and Pl keep the whole Cargo my ſelf : 

But our Officers they demanding their Shares, 

Were ſome turned out, and ſome Whip'd at the Tears : 

To ſee my ſelf Chouſed, [ was ready to cry, 

But that availed nothing, the Deel a Soll zot T1; 

He Swore *twas all his own, and that he'd heep it foo, 

And ſo the Ring and Seamen were Cheated of their Dae, 

1 know, I know, I know, and I know that is true. 

Eon. Why is Captain Jumper ſuch a Man imbugſt them ? 

Fid. Ay, 1obelike, for they all proteſtedif they were togo in- 
to the Service again, they*d all jump aboard of his Ship, it they 
could poſſible. 

Hos. Ts that all ? Tuſh, I care not what they Sing or ſay of me, 


ſo T have but the Guilt, Vil give them a Commiſſion to ſing ten * 


times more for ſuch another Booty : O the Vertue that 1s in 
Gold! Ir wipes of all Stains : Gol4 and Impudence, with a little 
Diabolical Rhethorick, will make a Coward paſs for'a Hero. 

Fid. Well, PII believe you without Swearing, ' but now that 
Trade is over, the War isended now. 

Hon. If the War be over, the Trade of Cheating is not, nor 
never will ſolong as I am inthe Navy. 


Fid. Why if you that are Honeſt are ſuch a Cheater, pray | 


what mult we expe Knaves will do ? 


Hon. Why are you ſuch a Fool to think chatl am Honeſt, be- 


cauſe TI title my ſelt ſo? No, pray don't miſtake me, for [do af- 
{ure you that T have wronged the King and the Sailers as much as 
any Caprain that I knaw ; and to be plain, [ am for-carring on 
the Trade of Cheating, and am a Cheater altho? 1 aflume the 
Name of HZoxe/ty ; that is but under a colour, the better” to carry 
on the Trade of Cheating, for youll underſtand before we part, 
> thatthe Trade of Cheating will never be laid afide ſo long as 1 
'Y | have a Commillion ; bur pray proceed. 
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Fid. Pray how can you play the-Qheat- in;the , Navy ,now- there is no! , 
Prizes to be taken ?- J) 083 36 34-19 2 :nies Ma FH lh 

Hon, A pox of your. Ignorance,- will you never be wie? Don't you 
know there is more ways to Kill a Dog, beſide Hanging ? There, is a 
great many ways to get mony without plundering of Prizes : One is ma- 
king of Hogs. Secondly, þ can -takeps- many Servants as..|;pteaſe ; and 
if they be never ſo ignorant, I can ſet them down M1d/hipmen, and Able: 
beſides, I can make mony of-the Stores, Proviſions. and Materials of the 
Shipz and if they happen to be diſcovered, I can ſwear they were ony 
Lent, and all is well. It is not long ſince 'my Ship was unrigged, but &- 
got an Order to have her Rigz'd again pretending to Cruiſe tor Rovers; 
but inſtead thereof I made a Trip to, France, but meeting with contrary, 
Winds, 1 ſprung a new Main-maſt beating in, ,..; +}, » 7 

Fid. Prethee tell me what you mean by:making of Hops, .. 

Hom; W by. the: Keeping of Men vpon the Ship's book when, they are 
dead or run away. TAR L oy 

Fid. Why then what is loſt to the Seamen by running away, is clear 
profit to the Capt. and L believe-that is.one Reaſon you are ſo cruel to 
them. Befides, :1: obſerve by your diicourſe,  rbax.yopjare Eminent inthe 
Art of Tranſmutation ; you can torn” the- Naval Ty Gold and 
Silver, I believe you have got the Philoſophers Stone, 4 ed of, 
But prethe, What do you mean by going to France ?. "That. Trade is not 
open : I have Read in the Weekly Pamphlets, that a great many. of | our 
Merchants Ships has come from thence, in their Befls; and the reaſon 
is, becauſe there is ſuch great Duties upon French Goods,  ,... . - 

Hon. | did not matter the Duties, for 1 did intcad to wake my Ad- 
vantage of that, for I took in a Parcel of Wine at Breſt, and upon my 
arrival at Plymouth, 1 prevail'd with one of my Men to ſwear. it was 
Spaniſh Wine Loaded at St. Sebaſtains, and ſome I ſold there to: good ad« 
vantage ; but coming into the River with the reſt, ſome of my Men our 
of Malice complain'd thereof to an Informer, and then Poor Sampſon had 
like to dye, for the. Plot was diſcovered and my Wine was ſeized, which 
coſt me near 300 /. to clear it of the French Duties, ; 

Fid. Then you were nickt that time. 

Hon, Ay, Bloodily. 

Fid. But what became of the Man that forſwore himſelf to ſerve you, 
I hepe you rewarded him well ? Amer at. | 

Hon, Truly, 1 left him in the Lurch to ſhift for himſelf, for as ſoon as 
he diſcern'd the ſtorm he pikt off, but I loſt nothing by that; * v3 . if 


-— 


Fid. Faith, you are a pretty Gentleman, but ſaving your Diſcourſe: 
you could carry on that Trade jn w_ Kings Ships, where you are at'n9” 


MED SET co memomoomsy: _ ow 
*.. — CRS==". MO + 
% , 


| D - #hemcan or will hurt aa Honeſt Man, And if they be Euaves, it would 
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ki... Xe 
chirye, you muſt _m get a Dam'd deal of 'Maney,. bue then there will 
be no occaſion for -x ants to be at the Charge to fit out theirs, and 
Pay Wages and Vietu too, you have'a long Head: I find-for getting of 
Money, as well in times of Peace as in times of War ; and if you were 
not ohſtrufted, you would carry all before you, and our Merchants Ships 
iy lay by the Wall to Eternity, for they cannot pretend to fail at that 
Hon. Prethe don't tell me of them, | have told you my mind, and I 
ary for getting of Money if I can, ler them look our that has the watch. 

'Fid, So they did by your Diſcourſe, and catchrt you to your Coſt. 

Hon. That's too true to make a Jeſt off, bur ſaving your Diſcourſe; 
what muſt Ido with this Informer-that Proſecutes me ? 

Fid. Why do yau ask me. -'' | 

Hon. Becauſc I am Infarmed that you have taken np that Imploymenr, 
and as.I was unwilling to beleve it,, ſo I was troubled to hear that you 
ſhould undertake ſuch a ſcandalous and baſe a Profeſſion which every 
Honeſt Man abhors. F7 

Fid. Fhat's your miſtake, -for all Honeſt Men allow and commend 
it,an{ a great many hquneſt Commanders that have been in your Station, 


Nearing in'{6s Good, ſo Juſt and: Honeſt a cauſe. 


do continend” me*forappeari $5 Goo 

And the King and the Law ali es aid requires, and encourages ſa. good 
a work'as the only Antidote againſt Rogues and Villains, ſo 1 deny 
your Aſertion, I am no Informer. - 
Hon. 'No! Pray, who then Informs againft my Brother Captain 8. 


ho Informs againſt me ? 
RE gl troly, you Inform againſt your ſelf and diſcover. your own 
Villany, tho it is ina Brevado ; but to tell you plain your . Officers and 
Marriners whom' yon haye cheated and abuſed, they Inform againſt you, 
not out of. Spight or Malice, but for Right and Juſtice, and indee i, Iam 
imployed by them, and do appear as an Advocate to 'Solicit for the 
On Me Ms 

Hon.” Fhat is all one, you may call your ſelf Advocate, or Soliciter, 
or what you pleaſe, but all of them that you appear againſt, do declare 
you to bean Informer; and truly if my Friendſhip, or any thing that [ 
can do for you, may oblige you to decline that ſcandatous Name, I 
ſhould be very glad to ſee you Converted. ; 

Fid. Why, do you Account them Honeſt Men' that I] appear againft. 
Hoy. Yes, 1do, and they are Gentlemen of great Honour and Repu- 
tation too, | LOU EI TAIT of 7 | 

Fid. Why, if they be Honeſt and Guiltkfs, they need not fear or re- 
gard an Informer or Soliciter, no, nor the Law neither, tor none of 


be 
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be a greater Crime to connive at their Villanies then to- complain of 
their Vices, and yet to gratifie you, if you will decline Cheating, I will 
leave Informing, and that withour reward. 

Hox. Well.tho you deny the Name of an Informer ? You own the Name 
of Soliciter or Advocate, and that's all one, they have a dependency one 
upon another in Proſecuting vs; and I do hold with ſeveral of my Bre. 
thren, an4 do ſay and affirm to your face that you are an [nformer. 

Fid. Then let it be and call me as you pleaſe, but pray do me the 
Juſtice to conſider that Iam not a petty Vexatious one, that Informs a- 
painſt frivolous offenders, i. e. Such as relieve diltrelſed Beggars at the 
Door, or thole who for Conſcience ſake, refaſe to comply in Ceremo-« 
nies of Religion, neither did lever Inform againſt thoſe that pick or lick 
Gold off of Ginger-bread, &c. Yet I do allow there is a fort of Infor- 
mers, that has brought an 9dzum upon the Profeſſion, rhar are not fit to 
live in a Civil Goverament, z. e. Horſelers, and others Informing 
High way-men, how they may come by a good Booty, Servants Inform... 
ing thieves how and when tO Rob their Maſters, others Informing againſt 
their Neighbours for not working, or paying towards repairing the 
High-waywhere there is none ; Husbands Informing agiiaſt chere Wives, 
and Women againſt their Husbands for not going to Maſs, or not Wor- 
ſhipping God againſt Reaſon and Conſcience, &c. Others prying into 
the Cloſets of Kings and Princes, and then diſcovering their ſecrers to 
their Enemies, Treacherous and Cowardly Sea Captains, Maliciouſly In- 
forming againſt and diſmiſſing others of Courage and Fidelity, as was the 
Caſe of Captain Desborrow, &c. Belades | mult tell you, that every Man 
that bears any Office under the King, and every Pariſh Officer, and eve- 
ry Man upon Juries of Inqueſt : Yea, and every Freeman of London are 
Sworn to be luformers, and if ſo, then it can be no Crime in me, but an 
A of the Higheſt Juſtice ro Intorm againſt ſuch Villains that has ruin'd 
Thouſands of His Majeſties Subjects, and Cheated the King and Country 
to that degree, that rhe whole Nation Groans with the Cries of the op- 
preſſed, whilſt the oppreſſors Glory and Boaſt of their Wickednefs. 
Beſides our Great Lawmakers, our of a ſence of Duty to their King and 
Countrey, have ordained that Informers ſhall be Eacouraged for Inform- 
ing agaift Publick offenders, and that purely to prevent or puniſh Vil- 
lanies. Sothat an Informer in the proper Sence, isan Officer of Juſtice, 
and a good one too, provided he appears more for Juſtice then Malices 
Sothen, if I aman Taformer, 1 am one of the highe't rank, and with 
your leave, Pll wave the Name of Fidelity, and Acknowledge my ſelf a 
faithful Informer ; provided you will decline the nick Name of Honeſty, 


and appear according to your proteſſion by the Name of Publick Chea- ;* 3 


: R ({ I'2: ) 
tor, and'then we'll procecd if you pleaſe, but pray let it be without Ca- 
vtlling, © 

Ch. With all my heart, but don't bear too hard upon me ; for | was 
bat one that Aﬀed as others did, according to the moad of the times. 
And certainly that conld be no great Crime in me to foilow the Faſhi- 
ons ; Beſides, long cuſtom makes many things both Natural and Law- 
tal, which I think you cannot deny. 

[{n, It may be, you take your Pedigree from Cain, who was the firſt 
that committed the Heinous Sin of murder, but if yon do, that don't 
make it Lawful or Natural, aitho ſome Vicious Men would have it o ; 
Pray. conſider z Can any thing be more Notorious in thoſe who were im- 
ploycd with double Sallaries to defend and preſerve the Nation, then for 
them to Rob it, and as much as in them lay to ruin it, by Plundering 
what was forbidden by the Law, and by abuſing and piking off the Sea- 
men and Marriners, who are eſteemed the Bulwark of the Natiou, as 
| you have done ?.1t is obſervable, that by your Savage and Barbarous 
'” PraRice, above 70000 of them has been driven into the other World, 
'- and above-100000 more has been quite run out of their Pay during the 
late War, and meerly to gratify your Ambitious and Barbarous Humors. 
* > Ch, Prethe talk no more of that, you have had my Anſwer, now hear 
me; you charge meand my Friends of Murther and Barbarity, when e- 
very Body knows that the Informers are the greateſt Villains and Mur- 
therers in the whole Nation ; for were it not for them we ſhould have 
no hanging nor burning of the hand, no pilloring, whiping or baniſhing 
of, Men as we had, nor no fining and impriſoning of them, &xc. And 
therefore it is plain, you are the greateſt Rogues and Villains, it is You 
that are the occaſion of ſo many miſchiefs, how happy would this Nati- 
on be if you were out of it, 1 Remember a Story about the Phyſitians, 
who: being found Pernitious and Fatal to the People of Rome, they were 
Baniſhed out of the City, and none ſuffered to Inhabit amongſt them 
for the ſpace of -609 Years, the People making an Univerſal Medicine of 
Cabbage, whereby they enjoyned long Life and Health, with a great 
deal of Joy and Felicity. And truly, it is my Opinion, if the Informers 
were Hanged or Baniſhed out of this Kingdom, we might enjoy the 
ſame Happineſs, and truly, I would be one of the firſt that would ſer 
both my hands to {9 good a work. 
| In. Really I believe you, but what makes you banter the Informers at 
| ſuch a rate. 

l. Eb. Becauſe they are the Villains that are the occaſion of all thoſe mi- 
- Fries that I have declared, and of all che m'sfortunes that can befal vs. 


In, 


- 


A 
11, I ſay, they are not the occaſion* of any of them, it is their own 
Treaſons, Mutthers, Fellonies, and other Vicious and Wicked deeds and 
praQices, that is the occaſion of all your misfortunes. | 

Ch. Nay, then I'll be Hanged, for there isno Man that is ſuch a Fool, 
thatafter he'has Committed an unlawful A@ as you Call it, that will In- 
form —_ himſelf, and therefore it is -plain, -you Informers are the 
cauſe of it. | 

1n. Yea, I do confeſs we are the ſecondary cauſes, and for that Reaſon 
we are eſteemed and rewarded by Vertuous and Honeſt Men, who well 
know if'we did not do our Duty to our King and Countrey, then no 
Man could be in ſafety ; for the ſame Law that forbids Theft, the fame 
Puniſhes the Thief and Creates Informers, but co turn your Roguiſh Si 
militade*to your ſelf, If. all Rognes and Villains were Baniſhed out of 
the Nation, the Informers would dye in Courſe,and tho you rail againſt 
Infortmers, your” Quarrel is really againſt Honeſty, and would deſtroy, 
her if ic were not for Informers ; Like the Woltf-in the Fable, who 
uſed all his Rhethorick to remove the Dogs from the Sheep, that he 
might the more greedily devour them. | 

"Ch. 'Fhen ſince you are ſo ſtiff in the matter, Pray cell me how long 
you have'been an Informer ? | = 
' In, Ndtfolong as you have heen a Cheater, and truly, if you had nor 
been a Cheater, & could not have been an Informer ; For indeed, an In+ 
former is tlie Off-ſpring of a Cheater, and there is a greater Alliance 
between us then you diſcern, and you ought to. have a Patternal and Naz 
tural Love for Informers, Foraſmuch as they are your Natural Chil- 
dren, che Fruit 'and Prodn@ of your, own Bowels, for as Covetoulneſs 
begers Rogues and Cheaters, ſo .Rogues and Cheaters beger- Informers. 
For where there is. no Law, there is-no Tranſgrefſion, ſo where there. is 
no Law-breakers, there is-no Informers. So that if you will conſider 
how long you have been a Cheater, you may partly gueſs how long I 
have been an- Informer. 

Ch; "Why, theny if I make my Calculation from thence,which looks ve- 
ry feaſable, 'PII'tell you,”that I was born Honeſtly, I was Named Honeſt; 
and 'Chriſtened and Educated:Honeſtly ; and fo | lived and continued, 
until 1'£6t into the Kings Service, where 1 ſoon met with. ſuch ſtrong 
motives that-forced me to turn Cat in Pan, and to get Money, I ſoon 
changed my —_ and Opinion too. PI 

Hh. Why, is the Kings Service, which uſed and ought to be the Seat of 
Veriue, become the:School of Vice? Is that ſo Infe&ious as toPoyſon Men 
Priniciples and Opinions 2 - 


E 


( 14 ) 
Ch No, not the Scrvice it ſelf, but ſome Perſons Imployed wit, it 


was they Poyſoned me, for if one ſcabby Sheep will ſpoil a whole flock , 
how was it poſſible that I conld eſcape amongſt ſo many, for being 


Prompt by the Precepts and Example of others to do as they did ; And 


x being continually ſounded in mine Ears, that there was a Cheating 


Trade in faſhion, and that they were Fools and Rogues that bad nor a 


hand in it, and that Honeſty was looked on with an Evil Be, they were 
Accounted as Punies and Cowards, and that many for that Reaſon had 
been difmiſed ; whereupon I even tack't about and ſteered the common 
courſe, and thar to curry favour with the times, as one wittily obſer ves, 
tell me your Company and I'I] tell you your manners. 

In. But then, when you changed your courſe, you ſhould have chang- 
ed your Name too; and not added Hypocriſie to Cheating, it being my 
Opinion that every Man ſhovld appear in his proper Colours,and neither 
deny his Name or Profeſſion. 

Ch, But I] will not allow of that DoArine, for then every Man that 
commits an unlawful AQ, muſt make it his Profeſſion, which is wholly 
repugnant to the moad of the times; for we find by daily experienc 
and that every Seſſions produces freſh Inſtances, that moſt Men of Evil 
Principle do go by ſeveral Names, and are often Arreigned by the Name 
of A. B. alias, C. D. alias, E. F. alias, G, H, &c, Whereby It 1s manifeſt, 
that Men of bad Principles do frequently change their Names, and if it 
were poſlible, would change their Natural ſhapes too, as they do their 
Garbs, rather then be diſcovered, as is Intimated by Dc 2uevedo in his 
Dream concerning the ReſurreQion, when one pretended bis Body and 
Sout was miſmacht, another had got a head that was none of his own, 
and others ran away from their own Bodies, becauſe they would not be 
known : And Mahomet, and Fack of Leyden, was ſo aſhamed of their 
own Names, that they would afſume the Name of the Traytor Judas, 
and did quarrel and contend for the ſame, and altho I was a Knave by 
profeſſion, yet I continued the Name of Honeſty, and that purely to co- 
yer the Crimesof Knavery ; but however, as you ſay, you are not a pet= 
ty Informer, ſo 1 amnot a petty Fogger, for 1 did not Play the Knave 
for triffles : No, Idid not change my Name for nothing, for I made my 
own market and got Money cnough by the bargain, but Prethe tell me, 
what it is1 am Proſecuted for ? | 

tr. Why, it is for Plundering of Prizes that you have taken, and Em- 
bezzeling Ships and Goods, and Converting the ſame to your own uſe, 
without giving any Account thereof to the King, or regard to the Ships 
Company, for if you had but made a fair Diſtribution amongſt them, 1 


Ch. 


\eligye they would not have complained againſt you. 
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Ch. Why ſhould 1 be Profecuted for "that '? When T' know that 
in-che Dutch Wars, and in the beginning of the late War, it was Cuſto- 
mary and Lawfo! to plunder all that was above the Gun Deck in any 
Prize; Except Arms, Ammunition and Tackling, and that by Vertue of 
an AR of Parliament, made in the 13th. Year cf King Chzrles the 11d. 
and fince it is ſo, Pray where is the offence in me, more thenin others ? 
As for my part, I took but my degree in doing as others did. - - 

In. Ay, but you have broke that Cuſtom, and out-ren that Law,and a« 
nother too; for beſides your Pillaging above the Gun Deck, you have 
plundered all Ships and Goods too, Embezzlcd and Sold them, which 
is a great Cheat and a Breach of truſt 100. 

Ch. The former Law I don't mvch fear, for if I am tried before a 
Court Mat ſhal vpon the Breach of that Statnte; I don't doubr, but 1 ſhall 


come off well enough. ; | 
1a. But you are not Proſecuted vpon that Statute, neither to be tried by* 


a Court-Marſhal now, 
Ch. Pray where muft I be tried then ? And upon what Statute, -and .: 


when was it made ? | 

In. Why, you are Proſecuted vpon the Statute of Anno Quarto, and * 
9uinto of his preſent Majeſty, Intituled an AR for encouraging of Pri- 
vateers, &c. Whereby it is provided that no Embezzelments ſhall be 
made of Prize Goods, taken or retaken from His Majeſties Enemies; bur 
that all ſuch Goods with the Arms, Ammunition and Furniture of ſuch 
Ships ſhall be reſerved intire and free from ſuch Embezzelments, and - 
ſhall not be pillaged in any Caſe whatſoever z But that all ſuch Ships and 
Goods ſhall be delivered to ſome Agent belonging to the King, and 
ſhall be ſold by Inch of Candle for. the beſt advantage, and that three 
tenths of the neat proceed after all Charges allowed, ſhall be divided and 
paid in proportion to the ſeveral Officers and Marriners that were at the 
taking of them; beſides To Pound allowed for ever piece of Ordnance 
in. Ships, taken or deſtroyed under the Commiſſion of His Majeſties E- 
nemies. And that all Officers offending againſt this Statute, ſhall an- - 
ſwer the Goods by them Embezzeled, and ſhall forfeit 5co l., and bedifſ- 
abled from bearing any Office under His'Majeſty for. the ſpace of 7 Years, 
and upon this Statute you are Proſecuted in His Majefties Court of Exs 


chequer. . if 
Ch Is not that A&t repealed? I know there was a Bill, 'twasread the ©. |: 
laſt Seſſions of Parliament for repealing part of that A, by Indemni= _ } 
fying Captains of fuch penalties and diſabilities, 'as might be Inflited on 4 
them on pretence of Embezzeling Prize Goods, and troly,-I madeall the” |} 
intereſt ] could to put it forward. | of, Bai® 
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in. 1 doibglieye you, but, you wer! a iſtaken, Þy thinkiog to. Im- 
p2{s or put Ke hy gre Foonablett er altho { Br Ways 
ready to relieve the guiltleſs, yet they are as careful to puniſh offenders . 
Indeed, had your Allegations proved as they were repreſented to them, 
you might have depended, on them for relief, but they were fo well poſ- 
Kd of the truth of the Fact charged agaiuſt you, and of the great Em- 
bezzelments made by you, and of the ſeveral  miſmanagements com- 
mitted by you during the late War, that they thought fit to drop that 
Biil and Leave you ro the Law ; Knowing, that if you were Proſecuted 
for pretended Embzzzelmeats, the Court upon Tryal would relieve yon, 
and altho you may thiak it uareaſonable to forfeit and pay the Penalty of 
that AX, yer. I tell you, you have ao cauſe to complain, for before' that 
AQ was made, it was then Death, for any,Man to EniveZzel any Arms, 
Ammunition, or Tackling of any Prize, but you have Embezzeled Ship, 
Cargo, Tacklc, 4c. To a. great . Value, and therefore 1 think you are 
kindly uſed, if you can be excuſed for 5ool, | 
Ch. That is not all, I ſhall be diſabled from ſerving His Majeſty for 
the ſpace of ſeven Years, and loſe my ſhare of Prize Maney too. | 
Hon.Your ſhare of Prize Money cannot,be much,by reaſon you Embez- 
zeled the whole,and Converted the.Maqney to your own vſe,it you haye 
lately given-any Account to the Commiſſioners or Prizes, it is a thing of 


; 
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ſmall moamear, your ſhare of that MU SPounr.co little ; as to theloſing 
of your Commithon I think 1t very reaſonable, that thoſe who haye be- 
rrayed their trult and. cheared the King and Seamen as you have done, 
ſhould be diſmiſed., from. apy , further Service in this Goyernment, the 
Jaſtice of rhe Gourt,will decide, rhe Congroverſie according to the merits 
af. the cauſe . gs "ht 2 prongs | | 
IV 4 Us Life you ſtartle. me. naw, \l,did o t Dream of this, yet I muſt 
confefs, I have heard as,much, but, I year I if not mind it, this is yery 
ſeverc; bur | hope, my,gaod Service that 1 hayc perform'd in ſerving the 
King, and Countrey will attqne far my.quſcarriage, Il give that in as a 
if nes :1n,my-dgfence,, Or. Pl deny the. chat ge,for what you Tay, is no 
roof. FOES, x62 120 "JR; "OI: 
<©r; Well, Jo may plead, or, deny; what. you, pleaſe; I doubt, that, will 
- ayailyoulittie, for 1f there wanr, proof, .,your whole Ships Company can 
'- -prove the faQ, and as for your ſerving the King and Countrey, '1t is but 
I a:Jeſt : 1 haye heard you {ay that. your chiefeſt, nay, your whole deſign 
-* wasto ſerve your ſelf. And indeed, that is ſufficiently manifeſt to the 
i. - whole Nation ; but however, I would not have you diſpair,” you have 
| god. Fricuds and Great, ones t99, and 1 know, that Friendſhip may avail 
DD RAn_QEcrcTYgyT) COPE ie 
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the is her own Silter. 


and am to be Try 


" and wil _ be 


"od by Flare 
"Why then your ſeem to be afraid 
e. Yes Lam, I dent know how to. look her in the Faces " very Name 


Inf. Good lacks haw. dep'g iffer Cs (rrpgaans! Þ cis, fa, Co Moeens, Ea 
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man in the whole __ ma <N all Honeſt Men, Adored and 
as our mighty Preſerver and _— Fe from Ra Rage, Oo 


in, now ſhe 'is not _— and, ne Lghy In = 
ol the. People cannot. be ſecure- in their Perſon s, Or ; 
fides I never heard that ſhe was any Partaker, and I bowl it 1s ropoiae that 


_ 


Che, Well, I don'tknow what to ſay toher 3 but if I weretio cools, i 
be Tryed by Mercy in another Court ; for I cannot indure to think 
in Authority. 

Inf. You may talk what you greats, you muſt be Tryed before. 
Mercy will be there; for Juſtice will not a&@ or do any; RC TPR 


Che, Ay, but T have known Mercy to pe without an 
it is not long fince my. Self, my Wife, and others © Tees wh 4 hy 
ried before a Juſtice to anſwer the ne Ccenplane. © of « Widdow, le 
we had all Abus'd, but Mercy heRtored ' the Widdow, her two 
that came to attend her 3 one of them be'threatned-to Bind over, for 
ing in the Widdows Behalf but that not: frightging ; the V | 
dered him out of and filence the other ;-and t aw -be 
Abaſhed: at thoſe | Proceedings, although. her Complainr was 
firmed by the Affidavits of ſeveral Parſons, was ſet there 
— Bac Self, and Family, were mercifully delivered : O Bleſſed uſti d 


OL I was there then, it wes. that w n —_ 
and-thundred out-of Doors ; . but that wa'nt Juſtice that did that. he 


called ſo; -and that Mercy: that was there, /'is a Monlter, one that will cave gf 
a Thouland good way = a atihe one Friend. 


Che. 1 ſuppoſe he fi at you were an Informer, that made. him turn 
you out of his Houſe, —_ fear that you would have Opened or 
the Widdows Cauſe 3 truly I did not i care to ſee: you there ms eſpeai- 
ally when _ pray'd þ Mr, Js ——_ an Eye,/ or look one at be... 
vit my Men wore _ Open tne 's Soga/* - 
Cheft ; truly I was a fall he d he wookl have. Bound me to have anfwereds”” 
which he would certainly have done, if he = been & merciful *"; - 


('18.) 


glad to ſee him let fly at you, and ſnatch the Aﬀidavit out.of onr 


t he would have ſent you to Priſon. « 


for if he had Committed me, I would have Inform'd againſt him, to that 
great Lady Juſtice, and have fued him for Satisfa&ion ; and that, I believe, 
made him afraid ta execute his Threats ; for Tll tell you that Juſtice her ſelf 
has decreed, That if any Juſtice of the Peace ſhall preſume ro Commit or 
Puniſh any Perſon contrary to her own Di&ates, that then im - ſuch Caſes ſhe 
will puniſh them ; and for that reaſon ſhe has decreed, That none ſhall exe- 
cutethe Office of a Juſtice, that has not a ſufficient Eſtate to make Satisfaftion 
to thoſe Injured by them, many of them has- paid Sawce. for their Injuſtics 
and Partiality. 

Che, Well, I don't: know what to fay to this great Lady Juſtice that you 
talk of ; yer'I remember now, Ihave had Buſineſs with her: my ſelf ſeveral 
times; and truly, I always received a great deal of SatisfaQtion from her ; for 
I. obſerved, that ſhe made no difference between- Rich and Poor, No- 
ble and Baſe, but decided: all: Controverſies, according to the Merits of 
the Cauſe :- Beſides, I muſt confels, that ſhe has beſtowed an Hundred Favours 
on me, by preſerying. me. from Violence, and reſtoring me to my Rites and 


Privil | 
Ivf. Why then ſince you have feceived-ſo many Favours formerly, what 


makes you fear her now2. Yeats 1 
"- "che, Why truly my-Gaſe is different now, for then L opptcred on the Right 
fide with a good Cauſe, but now I'muſt ſtand on the Left toanſwer a bad one; 
which puts me in mind of'one of our Captains, - who not long fince was fined 
an Hundred Pounds for Embezeling the Naval $  and-another you told me 
of: that paid three Hundred: Pounds for Cheating: the King of his Cuſtoms $ 
belides the little Garner that hangs in the Air at Chatharm, for Embezeling of 
one Barrelof Gunpowder, and rather than Ill fall under thoſe Sentiments, I'll 
follow the Example of that great Hero that killed Lieutenant -Co/e for Inform- 
ing againſt him ; yea, I'll Sacrifice him whereſoever Lmeet him, that dare pre- 
fume- to-Inform againſt jne-. - P25 | | 
If. T muſt confeſs, that a deſperate Diſeaſe requires a deſperate Cure; but 
alas; fach deſperate ARions does not extinguiſh but augment the.Offence 3 and 
although- you may Imagine'fuch vaſh and violent Atiohs are the Enfigns of 
Conrage and Magnanimiry, yetthey are no more:than the Effetts of Madneſs 


% 


and Deſpair : Indzed a Sword is a neceſlary Companion for.a'Prudent and well 


governd Man, but it is piry that Fools and. Madmen ſhould. be ſuffered to 
wear them: I remiember rother Day. a Bravado drew his Sword in a great 
paſſion, but when he ſee it naked in hs Hand, 'he did quiver and ſhake; in- 
deed Tput it up for him that time, with.a Proviſa, that he ſhould draw it no 
more in my. Company; ang”: as for. that Hero you ſpeak of,: I hear he was in 
Newgate, and” was Arraigned and found-Guilty of Man-ſlaughter, for that 


batbarous A&ﬀion, which, if he had not been a Fool, he might have romplies 
wit 


A Throw ir one way; and Gnd you another 3 7 wiſh d with all ray 


'Tof. Truly I believe you ; but, I conceive, he had\more Wit than Juſtice a 
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with his;Marriners, aud have: Ang Mienry Folugh.to have, ; 
ſelf for ever 3 but I perceive my Dilcourle fignihes nothing to fuk 
therefore ſince yÞu;care hot;farmyiTompaty, of ' Converlationg I'l-bid ppu 
heartily Adieu, for I muft call upon Mr. Friendly, an Acquaintance of 


OUTrS. 4 Y'V 4 | | 

4 Inf. Mr. Frienaly, Sir, I am. come to thank you- for the many Favours 
have received-of you, and dg give you many Thanks therefore; and am-heazy 
tily. glad.to (ee. you.in good; Health, : Cori | tt ambon; 

Friendly. Truly Neighbour this is -kindly done of you, and I am;;zglad; 
to ſee you well; pray Sir fit down, for I have Romathng to ſay to you that 
is ſerious, and was thinking to ſend for you to diſcourle you, and adviſe 
you in a Matter of great Importance, .and my. Wife Gvility is very urgent 
with me about it. | Sh 

Fid. Truly, Sir, as you have ſo often obliged me, fo I ſhall eſtzem my ſelf 
happy in your Favour. and ſhall thankfully take and follow your Advice in 
any: thing that concerns mg, IO oo noi BY 

Friend, 1 hepe you will, for you may aſſure your: ſelf 'that I ſhall adviſe 
you nothing but what ſhall be honeſt, and for your good-: But to proceed, 
piay when did you ſee Capt. Honeſty ? Ke 

Fid. Truly, Sir, 1-juft parted with him; keand I has. had a Iong Con- 
ference about Cheating and Informing... . _ 7 7 Ps 

Friend. Pray what was the $ul {aj of your -Dilcpurle,? : 
: $i, Truly Icharged him Guilty of Breachy of, Traft, and of Imbezeling. 
«pd Farloin of Prizes, and Prize-Goods, and of Abuling and: Cheating 
his Otheers and Seamen ; and he charged me, and brands me for an Infor- 
mer, and fays rhey 'are Rogues'and * Villains that deſerve to be Hang'd or 
-x marks 3 !and- after a .long Diſcourſe - Pro, and Con, we parted very 

JIENGIY. | (LHLEaT 112-10 am of ou 17 Eres 5 

Friend, 1 am glad of that, for T know he is a Huffing Spark, and ofie that 
ſcorns'to take an Aﬀeont. Cas RIES Tart Re 
tp And truly I-ſcorn to give Re... fs 

"Friend, Indeed I always looked upon youasa Man of a good even Temper 
for that ; but pray how comes he to charge you with the Scandalous Name 


— 


P. 4\ & A 


of an Informer > ; ty WET Fas ax] 
Fid. Becauſe I Profecute him and ſome others for cheating the King and 
ntry. ”F & » [ , ; , . 


Friend. 'Why,,.are you concerned in that 2 I heard indeed, that you and 
ſome other Perſons, ad Informed againſt ſeveral* Captains, but I could 
not believe you were concerned in 1t ; hang it, thats a Naſty Scanda- 
lous Buſineſs indeed ; for ſhame, for ſhame leave that off: Prithee ſee 
what. Lieutenant Co/e pot by Informing againſt Captain Elo *: Prithee let 
me; adviſerand, perſwade:you to leave. it oft, and betake yaur ſelf to ſomes: 

thing that is Honeſt, NIC IS IR 0” Det rs: 
Crvility, 'O dear, is Mr. Fidelity an Informer ? T Tape not, I am heartily 
ſorry. to- heax that ; I hope, Husband, you will adviſe him better ;. pray, 
my 


, 
i . l 
WY 1. » 
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promenade: Bay Spas, G6 by 
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N30 7 o, 2 | ll | . ny v9 4 C4 | 
1UR4 YE} Midi, T ſhall be glad-of Ris Advils 511 know he is x Wiſe Man; 
2nd one tht -dble to give good Counſel. F-21057 £3; 

Friend, Then if you will cake my Advice, I would defire you to conſider 
what a Reproach and Scandal youll bringupon your elf by Informing, and 
how''yeu will bs lighted and hated by all good Men ;--andrruly if. you don't 
gecune it, fo ve very ſhy of your Company my ſelf :: An Informer.! 

iN it s'the hatzfulleſt Name that 4s $i 4 leave , pray! let me per- 
ſwade you to aetline it, ' and follow Your Trade, I know ybu' may have 
Biifine(s enough, and I will be a help to you in Buſineſs my (elf, 
- Clo. Pray good Neighbour mind my Husband; and take his Advice, -I am 
ſure he will give you good Countel; pray don't he adviſe you well, and ſpeak 
a-reat deal of reafor} 3! © 0010 not ute rect nf he 4 
Fid. Yes traly; I like- his-Difcourſe, ' and thank hins for his g90d Coun- 
ſel, but I don't appcehged why an Informer ſhould be {6 hareful ; I know 
Vicious Men that break Bovids'by* Cheating; Robing; and Opptedtin® Hor 
neſt 7, catmor endure him-; I know they hate him for diſcovering 
their Villanies; but what of that, would\'you have him decline an AG& of 
Juſtice, to curry favour with Rogues and Villains, whom every: Honeſt 
Man ought to ſuppreſs 2 Truly I cannot fe> anly reaſon that you or any-Body 


elſe, I mean apy hoget Body, has to fight nv For that ;" for every-Body 
knows, Wr'the Tereig of Villains, 4s the! preſerving! of 'Honalt People ; 
_ _ mer wit notice of 'chem but-whar does highly commend me for 
Friend, 1 don't know who you call Honeft Peopke, the general Vogue of 
the Pebplt diſcovers in Abhorrence of an Informer ; the very Name, - with- 
out regard to the Extent or Office of it, is an Odium of the moſt hareful- 
left eAmongtt inc Me A 3 2 woe 8 64 $4 4 ; | I.V.3\ 1 
Fid. You talk of the general Vogue of the People; why truly T think no 
Man in his right Wits ought to mind the report of 'the Populat Maltitade ; 
for they ate as variable as the Wind, which is always ſhifring, or the the 
Moon, never conftant ; truly I think we ought to regard the Advice of 
ane Honeſt Man, far above the Report of the biaſſed and diteived Mul- 


cittude. © 

. Civ. Why do you think my Husband is biaſs'd, or deceived? No, T ſcorn 
br 'Words, Th have You to. know, lie underſtands himfelf as well as the 

{Man in our Pariſh. | 
Fid. Yes, Madam, I believe that; but he may be miſled by falſe Notions, 
as many Thouſands arein Opinions: As for Inſtance, The Papifts do affirm 
ee rene nce Confecrated, is n> more Bread, but that it then is the real 
and Blood of oitr Bleſſed Saviour, and do declare all thoſe Hereticks, 
that wil not beligye it; and many Thouſands have ſuffered Death, becauſe 
they would not own it; and” as that HI has been maintain by all 
fly oppoſed by all the Proteſfants' = 

t 


. 


% 7 


the Rown/# Tribes, fo it has been as ſt 


vw 


£ 


vv 
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the Univerſe; . ſo then, if the Name. of an Iriformer, which 'youy fay, affd 1 


believe; '1sſuch an Odium amongtt the biafled or deceived Peppley: be of ſo 
great Eſteemas Ifay amongſt the Honeſt, Judicious, and Unbiaſs'd fort: 'rhen 
certainly 1'o1ght to/adhere to them ; and fince it is impoflible for any'Man 
roconform in Principle to two contrary Opinions, I will decline the biggeſt 
Party, and fide with the belt, - whoſe Judgment, my Conſcience bears me Wirt- 
nels, I ought to tollow. | | 
Friend. Yes, I know that People do differ mych in Opinions, but whar: I 
ſay is reafon, and truly I muſt rell you, I do not approve of an Informer 
my ſelf, Thate the vzry. Name; let Honeſty ſay what he pleaſes, that ſhall 
never reconcile me to an informer ; no, 1 have been too much bitten by 
them my ſelf, you know I have uſed the Sea a'great while, and have been 
Matter of many a good Ship, and have made many a good Voyage, and jn- 
deed: chey might have been anuc}} better,. if ir hdd not __ for thoſe Catrer-; 
pillers; they took from' me one Naght my Longboat full. of xich Goods; 'twas, 
four'Hundred Pounds damage to me:my Wife knows. bk 431 
- Fid, 'Pray what-did they rake 1tby force of Arms? _ 1 4, 1 1 
Friend. No, they pretended they were Officers belorg:ng to rhe. Ca++ 
ſtom-Houle, anti Seized them becauſe they werenot 'Entexed;. nor. the. Du- 
ties paid. by 
Fid. Why then they were notall your own, unleſs the Duties wete paid; 
for the King had:a. full and lawful Right tothe ,Dutjes,.that you know; apt 
that you would have cheated him of, by makirg a Devil as we call at, #49 
by running 'them in the-Night ;-.ſo that yeu defignivg to. Cheat the King, 
was Chous d.your ſelf, and truly you were ſerved right, for he that did that, 
did only bire-the Bitec. | act, WIN) 
Civ. Pray 'Husband don't talk no more to:him,, he does but Banter.you ; 
for your geod Will z- Hang him, let him go like a Knaveas heis:: +2 14 4 
 Fid; Fruly 1am-no Knave,.neither: was he that Seized them-Goods;- for 
they, were not properly yours. | | © 2:6 ya fl 
- Frientl, Yes they were, for. 4 am ſure I bought ;and: paid-honeſtly for 


them. | 33 69 ; Ty 
. 'F5d' Honeſtly, \pray-not too much. of that ;. how could you: pretend, thoſe 
Goods were honeſtly paid for, before the / Duties were paid 2? | You know 
the'King had as much Right to the Duties incumbent upon them, as *the 
Perſon that fold them had ito the Goods; ſo that: then you had only 2 
Right to the one ''part, which, like |a Cheating Gameſter, yau ,venru- 
rol I the other- part ; and, like:the greedy Dog in the Fable, loſt 
- Friend, Indeed I am ſorry to'hear you talk on at this-rate; truly-I-had a 
better Opinion of you, and did intend upon the Rerurn of this Voyage, be 
have imployed you upon m vs and aſhſted mein ng os 
ſome Goods; which ſhould have to your Advantage, but Koop Tlve 
founded your .Pulſe 11] have nothing to do with you. > a. 


F 
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.' Fid. Well, if you will not imploy me, the- King- wilt; ay, and-encou- 

— rate me to, and it is poſſible I may circumvent you in your Knaviſh and. 
bs 50 dark Deligns. | 

| i Fried: The King Imploy and Encourage you ; no, iInever beiieve that 
he has any Reipe& for Informers. 

Fra. That's your miſtake, for Informers are - the Eyes of a King ; 'tis . 
they thar keep Watch and Ward to preſerve him from Violence and. 
Irjzary;z' for as Kings and Princes have long Arms, and wide Ears, ſo - 
they have many Eyes; that is, the Eyes of His Subje&ts, whole Duty it is 
to- take care that” ro Violence, or Injury, be attempted, or committed 
againſt their Soveraign. 

Friend. Yes, Til hold: with you there ; but what I blame you for, is for 
Informing againſt Honeſt Gentlemen for Breach of Truſt, and-for Embezel- 
ing 'of Prizes, ard running Uacuitom'd Goods, which is a common thing . 
now adays, and every Body would do that if they could. IT 

Fid. Although it is .Common,. it is not Lawful; and': though you + 
__ me: for Informing, you ought your ſelf, in: ſome! caſes, to turn In- 

er. 8 - 

Friend, Who I? What would you have me turn Informer 2 - Ng,. Fl] be: 
Hang d frſt. $7939; ; 
. Fid.' Truly you had better, be Hang 'd; then be-Damn'd;; £4 if you know 
of any / Conſpiracies againſt 'the King's Peace, and don't jloform, you are» 


ons: # W rt | \ «pe. Cs 
L neo How-can/I be:Forſworn, I never: took- a Solemn /Qath in all, my: 
Fid; No? Pray what was you and I Sworn to, when we were mage Free, 
of the City 3 If you have forgot; : 1] rellyou the 'Wotds yerbarums | & fhall 
know no — Canventicles, : nor. 'Conſpiracies.g1ade; emaipibihe Ng.3 
Peace; 'but.ye ſhall warn the Mayor thereof; Ego,? if you; know any tuch . 
mg, you are Sworn to Inform. ellos viegory zag os, 993 
Friesd; Ho thar,' I had. forgot that,;it was ſo lang agg.; befides,: Fours 

none of my Buſineſs, my care is to get an Heonelt Livelihood, in doug, 
which, it I-ſbould make a Hog or two,'to'favethe: Gultom:!gh a parcet of 
Gbods,- would hou difcoveritifi youknew it 2,t {fs 7 vl wi gh) 
» Fid, Yoo'had/beſt try ms, you knvwv 1 amobliged £0.do my, Nury; agg, 

Ethirilt it unrez(onable that you; fiauld chearthe King:of his DE , ICUe; 
-4f 1 ſhould how. any. Perſon :to tab ori che:r you-of your, ,Lawful, 
hr, T would acquaint you of .it;;\you, nay. exl}-it-lnforming” or - what. 


ys + 
n 


you pleae . "TY ig?” 
. Fryer , thatis'a Neighbotirs part; and/I-fhonts] heartily than!: yxaartor 
it,' a  pracfi you ton .eaul x. wanld;be toy tny: Advartiage,j ut GyCo:: 
oY 


0A 
otheri would:bz to my Ptejudici./ MM ACGEU 11; 7 by f erp 

Thwm ' congetve. you are albogeoticr. for Solf-lirkrel}; YAU C4Le, Rot, 

who Sinks nor who Swians; 'toxheac-thr Kingand Goutitry tog,-/ 1s al One. tO, 
yeu, {o you get Money, you haveno reſpe& to Juſtice. | ES 
th riend, 


Frieml."'Juſtige; what do ye.tell, me:of Juſtice 2 I-never got any thing - 
her, gs to DecLcom thing to Lo with her, 'or to RiiGy ONE 
is, or where ſhe's, ' f 

Fid. 1 believe you,- but if I be. not miſtaken, here ſhe is, and Ii! go 
wait on her, Moſt Illuſtrious; Madam, Heavens prote& 'your Lagiſtup, 
and your Ladiſhip-prote& : me, your Vaſlal, abuſed and. contemned for my 


Fidelity. 3 C121 19197 vo ?PT4G Lars US AICHU if Y. 260 14 
- Juſtice, That's:no new, thing for idelizy.to be.s uſed! ad conteffined, F 
vs E 3 eo s, Who, © oF 


my-{zlf am, not free from the Clamobs.of Ev 

pelſible, would rend and tear .m2;to. pieces, were not I ſupported by all 

the Powers of {Heaven and Earth, and: by the Power of my Supporter TI: 
protect you. Mt id. dap ond cots fy is pats 1-07, nmr 

; Fid, Madam: my ($atety..&gpends. on. your Vjrtrae; if is 


fe, if is Fo "go s that”: 
web Ehud. ' De-" 
aries, 219 diſcayering, 


i ens pn 


ceit, ſeeks to devour me for comp 
their Vices. | __ 
Fuſtice, I, have heard as much, and am an Eye wicods ro-ſcme Hard- 
fhips that -has been 'put upon. you, 1 know you Are ftled and branded. 
for Informing againkt Offenders,” ut-F wonlde nor haveyor degil 77 | 
I], weigh. your Cauſes in an e val BI9e at with dy -0ward "$3 = 4 
yon Juſtice's. f6F rd3nieTt (ſeerherh? notable. Hara: ould, have 1M 
Judicial Encouragement ; fatatnudh: gsran; Iufarmer;is- the- rter-aud + 
main Pillar - the _ mo = - nor For them, the Tg TOM PS 6M 
be of no. etivet,.me -V wigters thereof,, would.trample. it \under Fogt, and; - - 
the Care and Wildom of al Ages _— ham nat for it4s not x TE 


Lawapfelk,..chas; ke yd an Ovedience, but- the Yigg and 
Re RR Po Rte th Oegler > $afiry $i "i ing. - 
of their King and Country, do take. care to preſerve that 84 [Part of the 
Governmant, that it may. not be deſtroyed and torn to pieces ; there is 
many good Laws now in force, which were intended for good purpoſe ; 
one was lately made for puniſhing Profaneneſs and. Immorality, and was 
commended by all. good Men, but for want of Courage, or Encourage- 
me - Aq ak . . . * ive W os 6 Pannrs s {u F 
unleſs occationed by Envy and Malice, and- then . one Blaſphemer has 
formed againſt another; which appeared to me, as if the Devil had been 
correct.ng Vice : The other Laws tor preventing Frauds, Cellufions, and - 
other general Calamities in the Government, has been inefte&ual, by reaſon : 
of the Negligence, or Connivance of ſome Inferiour Magiſtrates, or for want - 
of due Encouragement to Inn S, 4 BA 
I have heard Honejty, and* Fieflly,*with Nis Wife Clit, and although 
they Rail, Cavil, and Quarrel with you, it is -my -Judgment- that they 
are in the Fault, for if they were Faultleſs, you would not, nay, you - 
could not hurt them; and therefore what. they: ſay is only to diſcou- 
rage you, that lo they may the better carry on their Cheating and Clan- 
deſtine Prafiſes 3 wherefore 1 do Adviſe-and Dire& you to perlevere in- 
whar 


$ 4 by \. 
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ys fo patulhy and nd ju'f uodeifiken - h4"T' wilt Prov 


fo far 'as the: Juffice wilt permſt! 
| ded, and .reſolved to Adminiſter Juſtice, ere tk 
Tu Parka” to "Wch and Poor, 'without refpeR ' of Perſons'; being 
\- well aliued, that no is more acceptable in the Sight of -God, nor 
' mote; pleaſing 2nd” proficable to rhe King and Kindo: The King of. 


twoadn; ed throughout the*Kir 1. for Avertirſg thoſe [Judgments 
on this;Nation : + Alm 2 ide an Overture to-the'Pey: 
"* oi by the Prophet Jeremiah, as in the Firſt Verſe of the fifth Chap-: 
"cer, Rs» ye too ahd fro,” $&c. this ſhall be my Task, this will 1 perform by > 
the-Power of. the Almighty who knoweth but that ſo good a Work. 
putt a wah to the Gian and Cries of the 'Oppreſſed,” nd thereby Avert 
Kopeading 1 Judgments, that ae Oppreſſions and Injuſtice of: this Na-' 
juſtly th deſerved. 


His- Eu, Wiſdom: hath. proclaimed. ys of Solemn Faſt, to be':Re« | 
erv 


+ Deut. xyb 19- Thou oat not wfeſt Tudgment, thou ſhalt "riot rf ——_ Per- 
ſous, either take a Gift, for a Gift, blaideth the. Eyes f the Wiſe, and 
b the Words of the Kighteaws, .. _ 
be net 'XiX. 6. Take heed wbat you do,. or, Je Jude, not for Ws bu, 
. for the Lord, who is with you 'in Julgment. $2012 


FER” Quits adipile veram gloriam volant Fuſtitia j fingantur officin. 
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